




Three days after the sinking, a telegram is received by Arthur’s wife-to-be. 
Probably the first time she would have heard that he survived. 









Plaque in HMS Royal Oak Memorial Gardens, Scapa beach. Additional words 
superimposed from Günther Prien, commander of German submarine U-47.  





The wooden hut at the memorial gardens is filled with cards and flowers from 
those who have made the trip to Orkney and locals who keep alive the memory 

of the dead. 





       Beyond the Scapa beach headland to the left lies the wreck of HMS Royal Oak 
       and the grave of 833 of her crew.







The words shown are enscribed on the green buoy that marks the wreck of HMS 
Royal Oak. 





The Churchill Barriers. Built on Churchill’s orders following his visit to Scapa 
Flow, after the sinking of HMS Royal Oak. They seal some of the numerous 
entry and exit points to the Flow, including that thought to be used by U-47. 

Italian prisoners of war provided the labour. 







Arthur with a great grandson he never met, Ellis. 


